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Back to the Beach

Rediscover Alki for the quintessential

Seattle summer experience

Clockwise from top: The view from Alki
Beach is one of the city’s most spectacular;
every day is casual Friday at Coastal Surf
Boutigue; Alki Bakery's scrumptious cinnamon
rolls; Spud’s famous fish 'n" chips; cooling
off on the Alki boardwall; upscale dining at
Phoenicia at Alkl; The Celtic Swell's Inviting
exterior; Seattle’s favorite beach
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OM MOVEMBER 13. 1851 Arthur A. Denny and his party
rowed ashore ar Alki Poine and established Seartle’s fiese white
settlement. Bur after fewer than six (probably miserably wer)
maonths, the parey f‘.‘[ocl‘lll‘d o a more Flrl-“'.'l:[k'lll- ATCa AcToss
the bay—whar is now Pioneer Square. Fortunarely, Alki didn't
remain abandoned; residents started sertling in the neighbor-
hood at the beginning of the 20th century, and today the
neighborhood is one of Seartle’s most sought-after communi-
tics. In place of the weather-beaten beachside bungalows of
years past, trendy condominiums now flank Alki Avenue SW,
offering residents stunning views of Elliotr Bay, Bainbridge
Island and the Olympics.

The growing cluster of cafés, restauranes and bars berween
55th Avenue SW and 63rd Avenue 5W ensures char locals and
visitors are well nourished. Alki's arcractiveness comes as no
surprise—sandy Alki Beach is Seartle’s closest approximartion to
the California coast. In the heat of summer, everyone's an Alki
fan. Tanned taut bodies lie on the sandy beach while muscled
volleyball players show off their prowess. Joggers, cyclists and
skaters throng the concrete paths that ribbon the warters edge,
and fast cars and fleeting visitors swarm the narrow sereets and
cozy cafés. Who knows whar Scarde’s fare might have been if

the Denny Party had arrived in June?






